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As a member on the Committee on 

Veterans’ Affairs, I understand the im-
portance of acknowledging the bravery 
and valor of the young men and women 
who fought in defense of our country. 
Men like Robert Jack, and members of 
VFW Post 1322, set their personal lives 
aside to fight for our country. This 
post recognizes their service, sacrifice 
and courage. 

Members are dedicated to improving 
the community and the lives of its 
members; offering scholarships to stu-
dents, teaching flag etiquette to class-
es, providing local transportation for 
veterans and hosting community 
events. 

As the Robert Jack VFW Post 1322 
proudly celebrates its 90th anniversary, 
the building is also celebrating the 65th 
anniversary of its groundbreaking. In 
recent years, the building was in des-
perate need of maintenance. Members 
banded together and worked with local 
organizations and businesses to provide 
funds for extensive repairs. This is a 
true testament to the importance of 
Post 1322 in the community. 

I congratulate VFW Post 1322 on its 
90th anniversary. I wish members the 
best of luck and many more years of 
camaraderie, service and investment in 
the community.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING JAMES KOLLER 

∑ Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I wish to 
remember Mr. James Koller, a devoted 
father, husband and Pennsylvania lead-
er. Jim passed away on February 3, 
2015, after a 6-year battle with ALS. 

Jim’s life was defined by his many 
passions. A successful lawyer and busi-
nessman, he was also deeply engaged 
with his community. A graduate of 
Marquette University and the Dickin-
son School of Law, he practiced real es-
tate law in Philadelphia before co-
founding Vesterra Corporation, a com-
mercial real estate development com-
pany through which Jim built many 
strong community relationships. 
Alongside his professional success, Jim 
maintained an active role in his church 
and enjoyed an active lifestyle. 

Jim’s diagnosis with ALS 6 years ago 
did not slow him down; rather, it 
pushed him to do even more to combat 
the disease. Along with his family and 
friends, he started Team Koller, a fund-
raising group that participated in local 
ALS awareness events and raised tens 
of thousands of dollars for research and 
treatment. Even at the most difficult 
times, Jim stayed focused on solutions, 
seeking answers and help for those af-
flicted by ALS. 

Although we mourn Jim’s passing, 
his selfless and passionate efforts give 
me hope that we may soon find a cure 
for this menacing disease. May we con-
tinue to live and fight as James Koller 
did, with courage and fortitude. My 
thoughts and prayers are with Jim’s 
wife Marianne, his sons, James and 
Kevin, and the rest of his family in this 
difficult time.∑ 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
WITH RESPECT TO CUBA AND OF 
THE EMERGENCY AUTHORITY 
RELATING TO THE REGULATION 
OF THE ANCHORAGE AND MOVE-
MENT OF VESSELS, AS AMEND-
ED—PM 7 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent 
the enclosed notice to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication, stating that the 
national emergency declared on March 
1, 1996, with respect to the Government 
of Cuba’s destruction of two unarmed 
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in 
international airspace north of Cuba on 
February 24, 1996, as amended and ex-
panded on February 26, 2004, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond March 1, 2015. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 25, 2015. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:23 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 212. An act to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to provide for the assessment 
and management of the risk of algal toxins 
in drinking water, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 734. An act to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to consolidate the reporting 
obligations of the Federal Communications 
Commission in order to improve congres-
sional oversight and reduce reporting bur-
dens. 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 734. An act to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to consolidate the reporting 
obligations of the Federal Communications 
Commission in order to improve congres-
sional oversight and reduce reporting bur-
dens; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–675. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Political-Military 
Affairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, an addendum to a certifi-
cation of the proposed sale or export of de-
fense articles and/or defense services to a 
Middle East country (OSS–2015–0171); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–676. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Political-Military 
Affairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, an addendum to a certifi-
cation of the proposed sale or export of de-
fense articles and/or defense services to a 
Middle East country (OSS–2015–0173); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–677. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the Department’s 
Alternative Fuel Vehicle (AFV) program for 
fiscal year 2014; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC–678. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2015–0011 - 2015–0017); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–679. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition 
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Domestic Source Restric-
tions on Certain Naval Vessel Components’’ 
((RIN0750–AI36) (DFARS Case 2014–D022)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 23, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–680. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition 
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Deletion of Obsolete Text 
Relating to Acquisition of Commercial 
Items’’ ((RIN0750–AI50) (DFARS Case 2014– 
D002)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 23, 2015; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–681. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting a report on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Raymond 
P. Palumbo, United States Army, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the retired list; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–682. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the con-
tinuation of the national emergency with re-
spect to Libya declared in Executive Order 
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